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History Of The Anza Trail | -

THE MEMBERS OF THE By Jessica Hutchins, Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation

EDMCANRR S RO el In the late 1700s, the area that we today call Californiawas ruled by Spain, and

was known as Alta, or upper, California. The Spanish had built five missionsand two
presidios (or forts) along the California coast, but it was difficult and dangerous for
shipsto bring suppliesto the settlements. It became necessary to find a safe overland
route from Mexico to Alta California.

On January 8, 1774, Captain Juan Bautista de Anza left Tubac, Arizona with a
& @ SantaBarbara small band of twenty soldiers, a dozen servants, and a herd of 200 cattle and pack
;m*’\,‘ Miss animals. After along, hard journey, the expedition found a mountain pass leading
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Trust for _Hlstorlc Anzaarrived at Mission San Gabriel. The overland route to California was now open for sup-
Preservation

plies, immigration, and military use.
. - In 1775-76, Anzamade the long journey from Mexico to California once more. The Spanish
B A s . %o | government ordered Anzato take settlers asfar as San Francisco to establish a presidio and two
1V s B e . % | missions. This colonizing expedition was made up of about 240 people, including 29 women
and 128 children. Along their way, they faced extreme cold, snow, and a shortage of water. The
group safely reached its destination after a journey of 130 days and nearly 1,200 miles.
UGS VI S 2 Anza's overland route allowed for the passage of enough people and supplies to ensure the
survival of the settlements in Alta California. Anza's outstanding leadership and hisimpact on
the history of Californiaisinspiring even today.
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By David Smith, Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail

Congress and the President created the Juan Bautista de Anza National what they ate, and what their
Historic Trail in 1990. They felt that the trail was an important part of chores were. In Los Angeles, do-
America's history. Thetrail tells the story of the first families from Mexico  cents take parents and children to
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. who cameto livein Northern Californiain 1776. They were some of thefirst  hikeand ride bikesalong theAnza i é e B
MaritimeMuseum o516 to meet with the Chumash and other Indians as they rode along the  Trail onthe LosAngelesRiver. In 5
805'96b2'3404 Santa Barbara coast more than 200 years ago. San Francisco, high school stu-
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Today, rangers with the National Park dents hike the trail with natural-
Service help people discover the trail and ists to study how the plants and
learn about the story of these first settlers.  animals have changed sincethefirst
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805-963-4364 At some of _the different missionsand dlong familiescamein 1776. _ : :
www.sbmuseart.org the El Camino Real, rangers and volunteers You may have seen the Anza Trall o
paint a picture of life in early California.  signsaong Highway 101. The expedition followed
Rangerstakevisitorson hikesto explorethis  the same route on horses going north along the coast
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piece of western history at Tumacacori Mis-  from Oxnard to Pismo Beach. Today, you can follow
sion and Saguara National Park in Arizona.  much of the sametrail by car by following the signs. You
Outside of National Parks, volunteers can even hikeor rideyour bike along the coastal trail by following the
help students relive the expedition. At the  AnzaTrail markers.
SantaBarbara Presidio, fourth graderslearn You can find out more by visiting the AnzaTrail web sites at www.nps.gov/juba
about how children onthe expeditionplayed, or by writing to trail headquarters at 1111 Jackson #700, Oakland, CA 84607.
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Discover The Anza Trail By Trainl!
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All of them are in Santa Barbaratoday. Answers are below. The South Coast Railroad Museum has teamed up with the Anza Historic Tralil to offer a

805-962-5322; www.karpeles.com unique way for people to rediscover the great adventure of the Anza explorers. From Santa
- : : - Barbara to San Luis Obispo, museum volunteers ride Amtrak’s Coast Sarlight train, sharing
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Sarlight can learn about the
Anza expedition — and see
some of the same sights that
Anzaand hiscompanionswit-
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Guide Ed Leska shares
Anza Trail information
with Coast Starlight
passengers.
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Are You Descended from Anza Settlers? !

By Gary Coombs and Phyllis Olsen, South Coast Railroad M useum

William Andrew Delbrook is a 6th grader at Montecito Union School. Heis also
the great, great ... (ten generations back!) grandson of Pedro Antonio Lisalde,
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= | one of the men who accompanied Anza on his history-making journey. Noah 2
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dition, Jose Ramon Bojorquez and Jose Feliz, who was only about 12 yearsold! “\jijliam Delbroo

=~

(O ¥ N vwvw.artfromscrap.org Noah Tack

Sponsored by

South Coast USDA Forest Service, South Coast Water shed Santa Barbara Public - r -
i Ra:iJIroadOM Lseum m L os Padres National @ Resour ce Center % Library System %ﬂ IT Fﬂ Bﬂ RBH Rﬂ
Forest 805-682-6113 805-962-7653 BANMK 8 TRUST

805-968-6640; www.r5.fs.fed.us/lospadres www.WatershedResourceCenter.org www.ci.santa-barbara.ca.us/departments/library

805-964-3540; www.goletadepot.org




